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Duxbury Clippee, Thursday, July 3, 1975

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

By Carleton Knight 1

With the recent demoinion of the old Suilors Home on Pawda

Point. Duxbury has joined the growing list of American vorn

nUTIes

destraving their past. What will be the next v poon the saene off

progr

57 The bridge? Muttakeesert Hall? The Ky Caesar House?
SUWell, of course not thie King Cucsar House,

CEACTNORU W ay

But the King Cacsar House is no ditferent trom any ol the oiher
landmarks that make Duxbury what it is - one of the finest colicetions

of historic structures anywhere.

Duxbury, however. is more than just that. 1t is not a static muscum
like Sturbridge Village or Willinmsburg: it is a living, breathing.
working community. Yet it has taken no steps to see that ity unigue
character will continue in years 1o come.

There are many ways 1o
guarantee preservation of Dux-
bury's historic resources so they
can be enjoyed and appreciated
by future generations, But before
getting into details of how to
protect the past, it is important
first to understand what qualifies
as ‘‘historic”’ and what is meant
by “‘historic preservation.”’

) A Question

Few persons would disagree
over describing the King Caesar
House as historic, but what about
its now-gone neighbor. the old
Sailors Home. It was old, but not
that old. George Washington, or
even Myles Standish. certainiy
never slept there, Yet, who can
forget the summer fairs or the
cannon on the lawn? The old
Sailors Home was a piece of
Duxbury. admittediv a small
picce, but nonetheless. a piece,
And when all the pieces are gone.
there is no history left.

What preservationists are try-
ing to do is encourage people to
look at old buildings like news-
papers, bottles and aluminum
cans; as resources that can be
rcused. “"Recyele an old Luilding.
don't tear it down,”" is the
rallying cry of a group of pre-
servationists in Washington, D.C.
Buildings all over the country are
being recycled, as an article in the
May 1975 issue of Fortune
pointed out.

Boston alone has a large
number of such efforts. An 1853
piano factory in the South Lnd
was converted into apartments
and ‘studios for artists: the old
City Hall was adapted into oftices
and a restaurant; a coal bin on the
waterfront is about to become
fire station; and a police stition in
the Back Bav is ncew an art
museum.

In New York City, a cast iron
department store was converted
into luxury apartments: in
Princeten. N.J., a 41l-room man-
sion is now 5 condominiums, with
room for a carctaker; in Tacoma,
Wash., the oid City Hall. an
imposing 10-story towered
structure, was sold to a private
‘developer who has made it into a
commercial complex: and in In-
dianapolis, the Union Station will
soon be booming with activity
from shops, restaurants. offices
and passenger trains.

Wide Range

Historic buildings, then. are
not limited only to those in which
famous people lived or only to
those that are fine examples of a
particular style of architecture.
They arc structures that have
meaning to  their community.
Similarly, historic preservation is
more than just making an old
house inte another museum. k
can be taking an old building and

giving 4 aew life or a conunued
life as a functioning. real-estate-
tax-paying part of its comeinnity,

What can a town like Duxbury
do to preserve its  histuric
heritage? The first step includes 2
parts -- the appointment of &
historic cormmission by the scl-
ectmen and the undertaking of «
survey of the town's historie
resources. The commission
should include trained profes.
sianals. such as acchitects and
planrers. as well as aother
townspeople interested in historic
preservation. The survev, which
could be done by volunteer help
from the Duxbury Rural &
Historica! Societv. should locate
and describe all histeric struc-
tures and should be made a part
of the town master plan,

In too mauy communities all
across America. a structure is
found to be historic just before
the highway builders rani a bull-
dozer through it. And then it s
usuaily too late. An inventory can
change that.

After completion of the survey,
iistoric disiricts should be con-
sidered and individual landmarks
should be designated. Historic
districts can carry with them
review boards to control. fer the
benelit of the entire community,
changes to building exteriors as
well as  the design of rew
buildings to insure compatability.

The houses on Washingten St.
from St. George St. to prrhaps as
far as Surplus St. could well be
one historic district or several. As
to individual landmarks. the King
Caesar House, the Cable Oftice,
the John Alden House, the Mvles
Standish homesite and even the
bridge are but a few that come 1o
mind.

The Advantages

What is the advantage of
designating a landmark? Aside
from being a manifestation of a
communitv’s pride in its past and
offering a degree of protection to
that past. such a designation at
the national level can mean
federal money to assist in the
restoratien of the landmark.

The National Park Service of
the U.S. Departmeat  af the
Interior  maintaing o compre.
hensive tisting of America’s
landmarks in the Nationa: Rey.
ister ot Historic Places. It now
wicludes more than 10.000 eniries
and 1y considered an henor not a
surden to a commumty and 4
roperty owner. It means simply
hat the property has been re-
rognized as worthy ofpreservations
recause of its architecture or
istoric interest.

There are 9 sites in Plvmouth
isted in the National Register;
1e Daniel Webster Law Otfice in
larshfield is listed. No Duxbury
tes are listed.

National Register status brings
ith it 2 important things. First,
1y project funded or licensed by
e U.S. government that affects

National Register property is
viewed by a Presidentially
spointed  body, the Advisory
suncil on Historic Preservation.
1 vcouncil is cmpowered to
iggest changes to preserve the
storic nature of the property.
sveral vears ago it was able to
op construction of a highwu
vng the riseefront in the French
varter of New Orleans. More
cently, it got the US. Dee
wrtment of Housing und Urban
evelopment o
ghrise apariment builiding
¢ viderty so that o wonid beter

o the istoric envivonsenl ol
wannah, Ga
The ether aspest o o Natonai
gister disting is money. Under
avisions of the Mationa! Historic
eservation Act of 1966, struc-
res listed  in the  Nuational
2gister are eligible for maiching
ants for acquisition and ces-
vation from the National Park
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Servive. The tunds are provicdked
e the states on the basis o
reguesis and  are distnibated

theongh the stite historic proe
servativn officer, 1 the case ol
the Bay Staze. it is the Masse
chusetts  Historical  Comaission
ihat divides the musey among thye
contmunities thin sk bw st

Pass vear thin tuads s by
neariv 28 RRIEITRNE
Slassavhiosetis tevonea TR
[ USRI EOND BE RN 38 TrUCLING

Avatiable A% e e

provsic prepeniy e
the such
gorernrents amd Hstorcel e
eties as o owelb oas penaaie
dividuads have recened b
matching funds for proservation.

There ave those who sy tha
federal funds should ot be uswed
for such things. that it iy o wiste
of money. Congress has
propriated the funds {and is cur-
rently considering an inerease to
$100-5130 million for next ycarh
which come from
leases for off-shore mincrai
rights. [f a community does ot
want to use the funds, it does not
have to -- and there are certainly
many others who would like an
extra share.

Nonsense

In a similar vein, there e
those who will say that the lederat
government will take over your
property il you accept the money
This is simpiy na true. The oaly
restriciion on use of the money
that the preservation plan be
approved and the owner promise
to maintain the propery after the
funds have been given.

It is important to add at this
point that verv lew  privale
individuals receive the matching
Tunds. The great majority goes to
historical sovieties and  presers
vation groups to assist them wath
projects.
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the sale of

One possibitity for a Nationa!
Park Service pgrant-in-ald in
Duxbury might be the bridge. If &t
was listed in the National
Register, it would be cligible for
matching funds for a preservation
study or for actual work, U, for
example, Duxbury was able to gel
$10,000 in Bicentennial funds and
matched that with the town share
of $10.000, the DMassachusetls
Historical Commission would
match the entire amount, or
$20,000, giving a tatal of $20.000.
That may not seem like o great
deal of mones Tor a problem as
comples as the bridge. butitis a
start. Furthermore, the figures
are onls a4 sugpestion.

Faneail Hall received 306,000
tor testoration work: o Meche
anwes Assoviation in Worcesier
has been granted $22.0.0 lor &
presenation feasibility study oe
Mectanios Hulls restoraticn ot the
third-Noor ballroom of ine pri-
vateiyv owned Major Josceph
Griswold House in Buck'and wil!
be aided with a 5500 grant: the
Old Ship Meeting House in
Hingham received 51.730  for
structural repairs.

The money Is there; it is up o
each community to ask for it.

While Duxbury has much to do
and not much time to get ity
histeric preservation etfort in
shipshape condition. there are
many organizations wiling to
help. In Boston there are the
Massachuserts  Historics! Come
mission and the Socicly for the
ation of New  England
ctivs, o Washinge e there
Truss e Bl
the onle '
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wantization chutr o
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As the Bicentennial approach.
es, Dunbury could give itselt no
better a gilt thanto assure that its
historic  character, swhich  has

here tor years, witl
e preseat for future genvritions
to chorinh and e,

s fun bre 1o save the old
Sailors Hlogae, bt it is aal too Inle
o satee ther rest. Duabury has
tahen stejs in protest it (rom
sewsnment, [U must alse

b osahae certain that
Sntare Tor the past,
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